Macroevolution ’'s Alternative to Neo -
Darwinian Gradualism:  Punctuated Equilibrium
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What We Will Learn in This Lesson

|. Evolutionists admit that billions of transitiona | fossils
are inexplicably missing from the fossil record.

Il. As a rescuing mechanism, macroevolution has com e
up with the hypothesis of “punctuated equilibrium ” (PE),
which says, “animals must have evolved so quickly that

they left no trace of their transitional (i.e., int  ermediate)
forms in the fossil record. ” However. . .

Ill. PE couldn 't have happened quickly or it would lead to
a “grossmutation " “saltational ” evolutionary model,
which all scientists admit is impossible.

V. But, it couldn 't have happened slowly or we would
find evidence in the fossil record.(!)
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. Animals change within their own kind (microevolutio n)
but not outside their kind (macroevolution)

. Darwinian evolution is not founded on the four -tiered
scientific method

. To promote Darwinian evolution, gene mutations must
be a (a) structural, (b) beneficial, and (c) persistent
(none have ever been documented)

. All 100 animal phyla (or body plans) appear fully -
formed at the bottom of the geologic column in the
“* Cambrian Explosion ”

. Animal structures do not change in the fossil recor
(stasis prevails - lack of transitions)




“It Is not just single species that are in stasis.
Virtually all the component species of regional
ecosystems are evolutionarily stable, often for

millions of years.

- Niles Eldridge. The Pattern of Evolution . New York: W.H. Freeman
and Co. 1999. pp. 157




"It takes a while to see

,I}r'sfhat one is not prepared to look for.™

i i R LR Y . - Spencer Weart "
N yf—.:;‘_‘__w1 i { T A '-':'l'l'

Director of the Center for Hlstory of Physms of the American
Institute of Physics (AIP) from 1971-2009.
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Transitions Between

. Mammalian Families have: net
Introduction been Eoundl ol

« For at least 200 years,
creationists have
contended that
macroevolution could
not have occurred
because there are no
transitional fossils.

Darwinists, however,
have argued that they
just need more time
and they would find
the transitional
fossils.
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http://mimosvet.wordpress.com/2011/02/09/the  -complete -work -of-charles -darwin -online/




“Why Is not every
geologic formation
and every stratum full
of such Intermediate
links ?

this is the most
obvious and serious
objection which can
be urged against the
theory ”

- Charles Darwin, The Origin

of Species , 1872, pp. 264,
265
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Reptile to Bird Transitions

To date, ca. Have not been Found

300,000 fossilized
animal species
have been
discovered with
no undisputed
transitions
between Phyla,
Classes , Orders
or Families . The
“gaps” and
“missing links ”
are still
unaccounted for.
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“In the years after Darwin, his advocates hopedtof ind
predictable progressions. In general, these have no  t been

found some pure fantasy
has crept into textbooks.

- David M. Raup, “Evolution and the Fossil Record, ” Science, vol. 213 (July
17, 1981), p. 289 [Paleontologist, Univ. Chicago]

EXTINCTION

Bad Genes or Bad Luck?,
DAVID M. RAUP

Introduction by Stephen Jay Gould
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“The record of
evolution is still
surprisingly jerky and,
ironically, we have
even fewer examples
of evolutionary

transition than we had
In Darwin ’'s time. ”

-Raup, David M., “Conflicts Between
Darwin and Paleontology, ” Bulletin,

Field Museum of Natural History , vol.

50 (January 1979), p. 25. Raup is
Curator of Geology at the Field
Museum of Natural History,
Chicago.

EXTINCTION

Bad Genes or Bad Luck? .
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Enter, The Confessing Evolutionists

" 75 % Who agree
. M with the
¢« Schindewolf SRV - creationists:

« Goldschmidt i megpessmsy o ossl

A -, record

. Simpson N & | f#% indicates

« Gould . ¢ @ stasis —not
- = » SUCCESS -

* Eldredge f 2™ M onary

transitions.

(Also Ayala, Grass €, Stanley, Vrba, and Margulis)




The History Behind Punctuated
Equilibrium

Otto H. Schindewolf

(Top European Paleontologist; Director,
Geological Survey of Berlin; University of
Tubingen)

« Explained lack of
transitions in the fossil
record by
“Typostrophism ”
(saltational evolution;
systemic mutations).
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George Gaylord Simpson
(“Most Influential Paleontologist of
the 20" Century, ” Columbia
University, Modern Evolutionary

Synthesis)

1944 and 1949 — renamed saltational
evolution as
“QUANTUM EVOLUTION”




1960’s Soviet Union
Scientists Resorted to
Saltational Evolution in

Explanation of
Paleontological Gaps
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Stephen J. Gould
(Harvard University)

Niles Eldridge

(American Museum of Natural History)

Stephen Jay Gould

1009 1941 - 20.05.2002
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Niles Eldridge

(American Museum of Natural History)

Rogerwendell.com




Eldredge, N. 1971. The allopatric model and phyloge
IC | Evolution.

Dr. Niles Eldredge

E‘uolutmnlst

ny in
Paleozoic invertebrates. 25 (1): 156-167.
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Phaoto: Denis Finnin, AMNH
www.nileseldredge.com/index.htm




Eldredge, N. and Stephen J. Gould. 1972. Punctuated Equilibria: An
Alternative to Phyletic Gradualism. In Schopf, Thom as J.M. (ed.),
Models in Paleobiology, pp. 82 -115. Freeman, Cooper and Co., San
Francisco.

Julian Niles20
Huxley Eldredge







Phyletic Gradualsm

——— Morphology ——

Time
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PLnctuated Equilibriun .
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“1 do, nowever, predict inat during the nexi decacde Goldschm]dt\

will e largely vindicated in the world of evoluiio nery niology.

The fossil record with Its aorugpt trainsitions offer S No sugport

for draduzal chande ... Flow could we ever convert a rninoceros

or a moscuito into sornetning fundamentally differer 7 el

"rrﬁlmsl"r]ons petweern Major groups  rust nave occurred ol m—
history of life —

- S5.J. Gould, 1977, "The Return of Hopeful Monsters,”
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- Francisco Ayala, In Lewin,
*Evolutionary Theory

Under Fire " Science, 1980,
210:883-887 (Francisco
Ayala has a Ph.D. from
Colurnbia Univ. and is
professor of Evolutionary
Biology at UC Irvine.)
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“punctuate o equilioriurm nas

d oy rmost of our
colleagues. .. as a valuaple
addition to evolutionary tneory. .
. paleontologists never wrote
a0ers on the apserice of
cnange in lineages pefore
ounctuatec equilioriurn granted
" oject sormne theoreiiczal
space, .. Darwinian
extrapolation cannot fully
explain large -scale change in
the history of life ”

(D)
(P
)

- S.J. Gould and Niles Eldreclge,

e
1993, * Punctuated Equiliorium
Cornes of Age. "
Nature , 366:223-22
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*Goldscnmidt Is
pecorning
increasingly seer
1S or) ine rigni
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tracy regardmg
'ms 2volutlonary
icleas.”

Dr. Donald Forsdyke, Professor,
Biochemistry (Bioinformatics
Queens University, ng:wm,
Ontario, Canada. [Author of The
Origin of Species, Revisited
Montreal: McGill -Queen's
University Press. 2001]
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Proplems witn Punciuated squilioriurm:

(An Unscientific, *Jury-Rigged” Affair)

wwwy, photobucket.corn

WYY, VisUEl photos, corr)
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“The behaviors that led to the origin of man are not

available for study, and must be reconstructed from
fragmentary fossils, the anatomy and behaviors of
contemporary primates but there is wide area for
disagreements. Doctrines which seemed certaininon e
decade may crumble under the impact of new discover ies,
new methods of dating, new experiments. Under these

circumstances, It rrizly De rrore useful to regard
the siL rl/ of evolution as a0 garne ratner thar
as zl sclence, Urncertainties are far grezier
J" oe tnougnt frorn reacin
pzipers and, in spite of the emopnasis or
evolutior rlr/£ leory, thiere Is no agreerrent o
tne rules of the evolutionary garrne.,
- S.L. Washburn, *Study of Evolution —More of a
‘eme Than a Sclence, ” ’\oJrrslcb 71st Annual
Veeting (Washington, D.C.: American
r\mmropJJogJ al Association, 1972) p. 121. [Ph.D.,
Harvard, Professor Columpia Univ., Univ. Chicago, U  C
Berkeley, Pioneer in the field of  *human evolution. "]

(—
:_
Al
)
—
o
(S}
—
(—

05

/

/7

A

N
«©



Proolerns witn Punctuated Equilioriurmn:
A Umsc]entma, JLr/ Rigged ™ Affair {
A. Tne Geneilc Mecnanisiic Proolerr ‘

@ PE relies on the modern Syn'mes]s (neo -
Darwinisr) for gradualistic evolutio

rlowever, we 've alreacly learned 'ra ine
mocdern syntnesis nas failed and scientisis

are looxing for an alternative. \
@ |f neo-Darwinism can 't occur very SLOWLY,
C

it Is even less plausible to have occurred by —
PE very RAPIDLY.




"I nave seern no eviderice wrnatsoeyver inat

';

[e volutionary| changes carn occur inrougrn i 'me
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curnulation of gradual rmutations.
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“[Neo-Darwinism will one day be viewed as] “a minor

twentieth -century religious sect within the sprawling
religious persuasion of Anglo -Saxon Biology ". .
Darwinists] "wallow in their zoological, capitalistic,

. [Neo-

competitive, cost -benefit interpretation of Darwin . . .

Neo-Derwinisrn, whnich 1nsists on
the slow accrual of rutations by
gene-level natural selection, is a
cornplete funi.”

C. Mann, (1991) "Lynn Margulis:

Sclence's Unruly Eartn Mother,"

Sueme,po 25 '/97338’ (Armerican
niologist and University Professor

in the Departrment of Geo sgiencea

at the University of Massachusetts

Amnerst; 2008 Darwin -Wallace
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“Darwirl 's clairn of
‘clescernt wiin
mocdification ' as
0y neaiurel

salaciion 13 a

calseaed




purposerul inneried
novelty ir evoluior,
tne underlying
reasorn ine riew

rutation. . . .




AL that rmeeting Ayala agreed withn rme wnern | stated that tnis \
doctrinzire neo-Darwinism is dead . Fle was a praciitioner of neo -
Deirwinisrn put ac I\/?lrJgeJ In molecular genetics, 2volu tlon, ecalogy
olocriemistry, and otner news nacd led nirn to zsigree t nat neo-

Deirwinisrrn Is rlee s
- Lynn Margulis, in: - The Altenberg 16, 2010. Suzan Mazur, p. 278, —
(Francisco Ayala has a Ph.D. frorn Columbia Univ. an  dis professo—reof—"m""




“The

leist 3

c
Iy
0

.

Loerirnental resulis nave pee
yesrs put nave peern ignored o

rn avallaole for tn

r silenced to

avold creaiing cracks in an edifice based or)

rancdornness and selector),

1)

fal

~




“Trie opportune appearance of rutations gerrmitting 2 irnals and
olants to meet inelr needs seerms nard to pelieve, v etine
Darwinizan theory s ever more derneanding: A single o lzint, = \
single animal would require thousancds and thousarnds of Jucly,
appropriate events, Thus, miracles would becorne the rule: evernis
with ain Infinitesirnal propabllity could not fail to OcCCUr, . .. 'there\Ta\
no law against daydreaming, out science must rot in dulge in it~

Pierre rHJJ Jressa 1977, Tne Evolution of Living Organisms , pl S .
E 1St pres]derl‘t of the French Acaderny of Sciegces _
g encyclopedic.”)
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“ltworks oy seleciion of traits produced oy randorrn

variations in the genes
nyootnesis. tnink not. . . .

witr ine theory. It goes

J

That 'sessentially Darwin 's {
There s sorething wrong

‘ 39



“How do major evolutionary changes get started? Does anyone still believe
that populations sit slroumrl for tens of thouszands o fyears, walit ing for
fevorable mutations to occur  (and just how does that happen by the

way?), irer armuml/ guzrc tnern untl enougn accurnulate f or selection o
flere you nave ine

ousr ine population towerd new and useful cnange? T
ton and otner s

rmeinernatical argurnenis of neodarwinisrn thai Waclding
rigntly cnaracterizecd as - ‘vacuous ' [ernpty, useless, lacking lerH]gence},”\

-Kevin Padian, *The Whole Real Guts

and Macroevolution , by Jeffrey S. Le vmrom (C

np.), aleomoloj/ vol.~15 (\/\/inrer 1989), pp. 73 -78.

Professor of Integrative Biology; Curr-ror of Paleon tology, Unive rsity of California
ur for Stienez=E=tTITZ1I00N

Museurn of Paleontology; President, National Center

s of Evolution, " review of Genetics, Paleontology
clmorlrlge University Pres s, 1988, 637
Ph.D. Yale Univ., U.C. Berkeley
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“ | nave recorded more
tnzn 100,000 guines
olgs and nave seer
ey nuncreds of
monsters of diverse

sorts, DUt none were
r@morQJ/ ‘nopeful, " all

nawving died snortly
fter oirtn

~
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36:427-433 (Evolutionary
Geneticist, Harvard Graduate,
USDA, and Univ. of Chicago).

Sewall Wrignt 1982, Evolution,




Proplerns witn Punctuated Equilioriurm:

An Unsclentific  *Jury -Rigge

Tne Time Proolerrn
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@Treqn, did PE
OcCLUr in tens of
triousancls or
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Proolerns witn Punctuated Equilioriurmn:
gged

An Unsclentific Rigged Affair {
C. Tne Lack of Evidernce Proolerm ‘
Q@ rlere JS Lhe I OJJ(JFOIIJ omlJrJerm —Before

1

o CJJJ A‘f"r@r "r'r 2 tra ms]"]oms weren 't found,
Darwinisis say, “the stasis (lack of change) in
tnis fossll record  PROVE that evolution rmust \




“Whzttever rmy patiern was snowing, it dicn 't apoear to be this
mocde of expecwd graclual change, .. ltis the job of zll Pr.D.
candidztes inthe sciences o show they can formulate and carry
out originzl scientific resezirch.  And, say what one will, there is

the unspoker assurnption that positive results are to be
espected. .. It was no thunderclap, just 2 plodding, slowly
dawning realization that the absence of change itself was a very
interesting pattern ... But Gould has also said that - ‘stasis is

’

data,” and indeed itis. The trick to seeing stasis iiself as a
oatterr, as aresult, and not a nonresult, recuired only 2 shift
frorn equating  ‘evolution " with ‘change ' — of seeing evolutions as
patterns of histories of separate lineages, each ma  rked by
periods of stability and change. Punctuated equili bria simply
says that the bulk of most species ' histories are marked by

stability (that is, little or no accumulation of an atomical chan ge). .

. We have to learn to see , but there seem to be many tricks and
lateral approaches to the task. Sometimes natures seems simply
to impose patterns on our consciousness; other time s, we
deliberately, almost analytically, invent them. Fo  rthe most pa rt
the interplay is probably more subtle, with even th 2
subconscious working on discrepancies and anomalies , probing
for a new way to see what is, in reality, only hint  ed at and not
truly perceived as an actual pattern. "

N\

\

- Niles Eldridge. The Pattern of Evolution . New York: W.H. FrearEmm
and Co. 1999. pp. 20 -23
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Is has been another matter.  Over the years, Gould and | have explored 2
f nossin JJJr les for wny It haippens (which n as led to cha rges that we are

forever changing our mincds). .. Yet the mere suggestion of habitat tracking as the
explanation of stasis has provoked howls of protest from some qu arters. Are

pelzontologists not supposed to drearmn up

‘new’ mechanisms, even If they are

merely the application, once again, of thoroughly o  bserved and u nderstood
common natural patterns? ... In short, it is highly unlikely that natural selection
could ever ‘move’ all the populations of an entire species in any one single
evolutionary direction for any significant amount o ftime at all . Lieberman seems
to have confirmed Wright 's unspoken prediction:  Stzisis is implicit in the very

1

structure of soec]% Ir) the wild,

- Niles Eldriclge. The Pattern of Evolution . New York:

W.H. Freeman and Co. 1999. pp. 142, 143
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Fossll Record
Cannot Prove
Evolution




evolutionary Paleoniology is Based on Supjeciive
Feconsirucitions of What a0 Given Scientist Believed

Must nave Occurred in tne Past  — Tog-neavy wiin {
poresupoosiion prermised on a naidralistic worldview

‘ 49



“To obialn 1is answers, particularly in cases in wri Cl)
experirmnents are Jflcl_pOrOOrlE te, evolutionary oiology Mes
developed its own rmeinodology, tnat of  nistorical

nerratlves (tentailve scenaros

- Ernst Mayr, Harvard University, 2004,  What Vak
Considerations on the Autonormy of a Scientific Dig
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“Tne ldea inai one can go o the fossil record

iricl expect to empirically recover an ancesior -
clescerndant secuenc e, be it of species, genera, {
families, or whatever, n:s been and continues

to pe, a2 pernicious llusion., *

- Gareth Nelson, American Museurn of Natural History, — quoted in
D.M. Willimas and M.C. Ebach, The Reform of Palason tology and
the Rise of Blogeography. 2004, Journal of Biogeography. 31:709.
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“No fossil is buried with its birth
cerilficaiie . Tnai, and r'r & scarcity of

fossils, means nat it s effectively
Irnpossiole to link fossils  Into crnains of
cause and effect In any valid way. ..  AsIf
the chain of ancestry and descent were a
real object for our contemplation, and not
wrat It rezlly is: 2 r=omoJeteI/ MILIFNEL
inverntorn crezied after the fact, snaped o
accord with nurnan prejudices. .. To take
line of fossils and cladrm ina

-
cl

regresent a Imeclﬁ Is not a1 sclentlfilc
J an

2 pedirme 5£or/ — a.musnng pemaps aver
Instructive, out not scientific "

- Henry Gee, senior editor of  Nature. Quote from In
‘ D Time . 1999, pp. 23, 32, 116-117.  mmmmmm—
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